DECEMBER 2025

‘The Parish Call

A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR COMMUNITY'S PARISH MEMBERS

MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR

Loove Came Down

Dear friends,
As Christmas approaches, it brings a mix of
emotions — joy for some, quiet hope for others,

and tender memories for those missing loved ones.

This season reminds us to look beyond ourselves
and notice those who may be quietly struggling.
The heart of Christmas is that God entered our
world — with all its pain and beauty — to bring
light, comfort, and hope. His coming is not just for
the joyful, but also for the weary and grieving. His
light still shines in every kind of night.

May you know His peace, comfort, and hope this
Christmas. And may we look up in faith and
around in love, remembering the simple truth:
Love came down for you.

With every blessing,
Revd. Young Lee

You can contact the Church Office:

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

7th December (HC) - Prepare the Way
o Isaiah 40:1-11
o 2 Peter 3:8-15a

14th December (MW) - Joy in the Waiting
(Christmas Jumper Day)

o Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

o John 1:6-8,19-28

21st December (HC) - God With Us

(Carol Praise Worship & Nativity Dress Up)
o Romans 16:25-27
o Luke 1:26-38

21st December - Candlelit Carol Service
24th December - Midnight HC

25" December - God's Glory Revealed
o Isaiah 9:2-7
o John 1:1-14

28" December - God Among Us
o Isaiah 61:10-62:3
o Luke 2:15-21

31st December - Watchnight HC

(HC = Holy Communion | MW = Mornhing Worship |
AAW = All Age Worship)

« Tel: 0208503 1913 | General email: admin@stjohnse15.org | Office opening hours: 10am - 1pm (Mon-Fri)
» Rev.Young Lee, vicar of St John’s | Email: young@stjohnse15.org | Day of rest: Monday
* Website: www.stjohnse15.org | www.facebook.com/stjohnse15



http://www.facebook.com/stjohnse15?utm_source=chatgpt.com

REGULAR MEETINGS IN DECEMBER

Monday to Friday, 6pm - Facebook Evening

Prayer

o Join us online for Evening Prayer each
weekday.

o Visit: www.facebook.com/stjohnsel5

Tuesday, 1Tam - Healing Café

o Bible study and a hot meal in the church
café area.

o For more details, speak to Sheva or Iris.

Thursday, 12.40pm - Lunchtime HC

o A short reflective service with sharing of

the Holy Communion.
Wednesday 10'", 11am - Prayer Walk

o An opportunity to pray for our
community.

o Speak to Iris for more details.

Saturday 6th, 11.30am - Gazebo Outreach

o Our fortnightly outreach in the
churchyard, beginning with a gathering in
the church café at 11lam.

o For more details, speak to Eon.

Sunday 14" December after the service

o Men’s Ministry meeting in St Stephen’s

o Women'’s Ministry meeting in CCR

Friday 26th December, 10pm - End of Month

Night Prayer (online)

o A time of prayer and reflection on Zoom
to close the month.

o Joinh Zoom Meeting:
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/89705427512?
pwd=bmxBMIhPbFBFejd4OEcIYTBpUVB|Q
T09
Meeting ID: 897 0542 7512
Passcode: 984804

o For more details, speak to Ayo.

FORTHCOMING EVEN'TS

« Christmas Choir Rehearsal - Tuesday 2"
Dec, 7.30pm

« Carpenters Estate Carolling - 5 Dec,
10.45am

o Join us a we bring the Christmas cheer
to residents of Carpenters’ Estate
* Healing Cafe Carol Service - 9 Dec, 11am
o A gentle, uplifitng gathering blending
festive carols with space for peace,
prayer, and healing
* Transform Newham Civic Carol Service -
12 Dec, 7.30pm
o Celebrate with churches across Newham
in this vibrant civic carol service for the
whole community
e Carols by Candlelight - 21 Dec, 6.30pm
o Experience the beauty of Christmas in a
traditional candlelit service of music,
warmth, and wonder
* Midnight Holy Communion - 24 Dec,
11.15pm
o Welcome Christmas together with a
peaceful, reverent communion service as
the clock strikes midnight
e Christmas Day - 25 Dec, 1lam
o Celebrate the birth of Christ as a family
of God, with joyful worship for all ages
on Christmas morning
« Watchnight Service - 31 Dec, 11pm
o End the year with prayer, praise, and
gratitude as we welcome the New Year
2026 together

MONTHLY PRAYER UPDATE - DECEMBER

Our Wider Community

Our local Stratford Churches

For an end to street violence, knife and drug crime in
East London

For the vulnerable in our community, particularly
during this cost of living crisis

For God’'s peace in Ukraine, the Middle East, Pakistan,
India, Sudan, Nigeria, and other global conflicts

For areas around the world suffering the aftereffects of
climate crises

Members of the Congregation for health issues

Marion and Peter (Bev's sister and brother-in-law)
Rev Young, his brother and mother
Kim, Mona, Joan, Millie Ferguson, Joyce

Recently Bereaved members of the Congregation
e Bridget for the loss of her dad

e Daniel and his family for the loss of Patrick

e Joyce for the loss of her family member

e Friends and family of Garry Walker

For Our Mission Links

In December, we pray for NEWway (Night Shelter)
which is Newham based. They work with people with a
proven Newham connection, offering support to those
who are homeless or vulnerably housed.

**If you have any prayer requests or need
a pastoral visit, please let us know. **
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